
	
	

 

VIETNAM VETERANS 

 ADVANCE  
http://www.vva11.org 

 
Official Publication of Chapter #11, Vietnam Veterans of America, Farmingville, New York 
 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

Events 
 

January, February, March 2026 
 
 
 
Jan 23rd  General Meeting  8:00 pm New Village Recreation Center 
     20 Wireless Road, Centereach, NY 
 
Jan 24th  Meet and Greet  2:00 pm Long Island State Veterans Home 
 
Jan 28th  PFC Garfield M. Langhorn  8:30 am Riverhead Theater 
  Documentary Film 
 
Feb 1st  Four Chaplains Award  1:00 pm VVA Hospital, Bldg. #5 
     Northport, NY 
 
Feb 14th  Meet and Greet  2:00 pm Long Island State Veterans Home 
 
Feb 27th  General Meeting  8:00 pm New Village Recreation Center 
     20 Wireless Road, Centereach, NY 
 
Mar 1st  St Patrick Day Parade  1:00 pm Line-up East Islip Library 
 
Mar 27th  General Meeting  8:00 pm New Village Recreation Center 
     20 Wireless Road, Centereach, NY 
   
 
  
 
 
*2nd Wednesday of every month at Calverton National Cemetery 9:45 am NOA Service. 
 

 
Welcome Home!  

 
 



	
	

 

2024 - 2026 Officers  
 

Rich Kitson  President 
                   Cell:  631-942-0105 
 

Clarence Simpson    Vice President   Tom Wharton  Treasurer 
 Home: 631-447-1271     Home: 631-698-8014 
 

Dave Higgins  Secretary    James O’Donnell Assistant Secretary 
 Home:  631-736-0737     Home:  516-752-2915 
 

2024 – 2026 Board of Directors 
 

FRANK D’AVERSA RAY GWYDIR   BILL HOLOP  RICH TOTH   
631-972-5708  516-238-1198   631-243-9148  631-226-6927         

 
   

BOB MOORE  RICH O’BRIEN    MEL COHEN  ROBERT ERDODY 
631-277-8105  631-521-0094   631-278-9325  631-905-7963 

     
 Randy Schnittger 

   516-731-4465 
  
 

Standing Committees 
 

MEMBERSHIP  GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS  FINANCE  VETERANS AFFAIRS  
Frank D’Aversa  Rich Kitson   Tom Wharton  Dave Higgins 
631-927-5708  631-942-0105   631-521-0094  631-736-0737 
       Ray Gwydir 
       516-238-1198 
	 	
Homeless Veterans Nominating   POW / MIA  Patient Welfare / PTSD 
Clarence Simpson Ralph Zanchelli   James O’Donnell Clarence Simpson 
631-447-1271  631-665-5323   516-752-2915  631-447-1271 
          Mel Cohen 
          631-278-9325            
	
VETERANS BENEFITS PUBLIC AFFAIRS   MINORITY AFFAIRS WOMEN VETERANS 
Jessie James DAV/VVA Frank D’Aversa   Clarence Simpson Grace Mehl 
631-261-4400x 7191 631-972-5708   631-447-1271  631-724-5053 
Joe Butera/DAV  Clarence Simpson 
Service Offices  Dave Higgins 
631-261-4400 x 7191 
 
 
CONSTITUTION  AVVA LIAISON   INCARCERATED VETS COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Clarence Simpson Nacola Wilson   Ralph Zanchelli  Clarence Simpson  

 631-4471271  516-662-2279   631-665-5323  631-447-1271 
  Rose D’Aversa   Frank D’Aversa  Randy Schnittger 
  631-972-5708   631-972-5708  516-731-4465 

   Sue Stoll   Clarence Simpson 
   631-567-8651   631-447-1271 
    
    
 
 
 



	
	

 

	
Agent Orange  Employment &  Chaplain  State Delegates  

	 Keith Cronin  Business    Monsignor  Bob Moore    631-277-8105 
631-560-0364  Randy Schnittger  Charles R. Fink  Rich Toth      631-226-6927 
Ed Stoll   516-731-4465   Rabbi Paul Swerdlow Clarence Simpson   

 631-567-8651  Clarence Simpson  VA Hospital Chaplain 631-447-1271 
    631-447-1271 
 
  
  
         
 

 
 

Ad-Hoc Committees  

VA Hospital  Pinelawn  Merchandise Sales Newsletter & Photography 
Rich Kitson  Rich Toth  Frank D’Aversa/  Clarence Simpson 
631-942-0105  631-226-6927  Rose D’Aversa  631-447-1271 
      621-972-5708  Nacola Wilson 
         516-662-2279 

 
COLOR GUARD  BALD HILL  BENEVOLENT    VETS COURT 
James O’Donnell Bill Holop  Frank D’Aversa   Ralph Zanchelli 
516-752-2915  631-243-9148  631-972-5708   631-665-5323 
   James O’Donnell     Frank D’Aversa 
   516-752-2915      631-972-5708 
   Rich O’Brien      Clarence Simpson 
   631-521-0094      631-447-1271 
   Mel Cohen       
   631-278-9325 
 
 

	
 CALVERTON   VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT 
 Mel Cohen   Bill Holop 

631-278-9325   631-243-9148 
Dave Higgins 
631-736-0737 

 
 
 

   

  
   



	
	

 

 
 
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
Dear Chapter Members, 
 
 
It has been a while since our last newsletter and much has happened in the interim.  Our membership is growing 
while other VSOs are losing members.  This is due to the efforts of Frank D’Aversa who is our membership 
chair and also our Veterans Court Coordinator.  Thanks to Frank for all his efforts and those who assist 
him.  Our Christmas gathering at the VA for the tree lighting was very festive and attended by green jackets. 
VA had purchased the original tree and now supports all activities behind building 8 where veterans reside in 
our Community Living Center 
  
There are some dates on the cover of this publication that should be highlighted.  On January 24th we will host a 
“Meet and Greet” at the Long Island State Veterans Nursing Home at Stony Brook.  We will be assembling at 
2:00 pm  in the old purpose room.  For those who have never attended, it's a festive occasion with music and 
doughnuts and coffee for our veterans who are less fortunate than us.  You'll have a good feeling after you 
leave.  On January 28th we are going to assemble at the Riverhead Theater to view the PFC Garfield M. 
Langhorne documentary film that was supported financially by our Chapter.  We will be there with the students 
from the Pulaski Street Riverhead Middle School. This will take place at 8:30 in the morning and I thank 
Clarence Simpson for all his efforts when it comes to this endeavor. 
  
There are two additional dates that are worth mentioning. The first is an award that will be given to one of our 
members at the VA hospital, building 5 on February the 1st at 1:00 PM.  We will be honoring Pete Jepson as a 
recipient of the Chapel of Four Chaplains Award.  Pete is a long-time veteran advocate, and he has made a big 
difference in the lives of all veterans.  He's a Chapter member any former police officer in Suffolk County and a 
member of the Patriot Guard.  Refreshments will be served after the ceremony, please attend if possible.  On 
March 1st we will line up at 1:30 PM at the East Islip library where we will be leading the Saint Patrick's Day 
parade as we have done for several decades. This is an occasion that you don't want to miss, and we are looking 
forward to as many green jackets as possible to march. 
  
There are many other events planned for this year, and we will keep you posted by e-mail and by phone. If you 
don't receive messages from either e-mail or phone, please contact Tom Wharton and/or Dave Higgins to be put 
on a list for notifications.  We have had a very successful year when it comes to “Veterans helping Veterans”.  I 
hope that we all find a way to help a veteran in need.  A great vehicle to do that is through our chapter whose 
motto has always been” Veterans helping Veterans”.   Come out get involved, we could use all the help we can 
get!! 
  
I look forward to seeing you all at the next meeting which will be on January the 23rd at the Brookhaven Town 
and Parks Recreation Center add 20 wireless Rd. Centereach At 8:00 PM. 
  
SEMPER FI…..Rich 
  
  

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 

 



	
	

 

  



	
	

 

 



	
	

 

 



	
	

 

 

How to Age Blissfully  

On	life’s	journey	into	my	80s	plenty	of	ups	and	downs	occurred	
I	used	to	believe	my	bliss	depends	on	circumstances	–	
Tenure	decision	negative	Marriage	proposal	accepted	

That’s	not	how	I	think	today.		In	the	past	two	decades	I’ve	seen	the	golden	light,			
It’s	not	what	happens	to	meIt	how	I	respond	to	it	–	Washington,	DC’s	coolness	helped	me	find	

magical	Sedona.		Cancer	awakened	me	to	holistic	rejuvenation	
I’ve	realized	my	wisdom	comes	from	the	hard	knocks	the	world	has	given	me	

It’s	my	choice	to	be	fulfilled,	influencing	my	total	health.		Old	age	decline	is	the	default	from	
repeating	the	same	tiring	life	becoming	receptive	to	disease	thinking	too	much	of	dying,	death	

We	can’t	regain	our	youth,	Ah,	but	we	can	become	youthful	in	attitude,		
thinking,	vitality,	behavior	Here’s	how	I’ve	done	it:	Regarding	life	as	an		

adventure	–	daring,	risk	taking,	creativity,	novelty	
active,	listening,	sharing,	learning	singing,	dancing,	traveling,	growing	
Obtaining	guidance	from	—	spiritual	teachings,	religious	traditions	
self-awakening,	self-development.		Connecting	with	uplifting	people	

hanging	out	with	them.		Enjoying	Nature’s	renewing	power	–	
forests,	mountains,	lakes,	beaches,	Ocean	Tapping	into	creativity,	expressing	it	

Eating	healthily	exercising	well	Regular	check-ups	
I’ve	realized	the	value	of	combining	aspects	of	aging	and	youthfulness	–	
Aging	for	maturity,	sensitivity,	grace	self-care,	contribution,	inspiration	
Youthfulness	for	energy,	newness,	adventure,	optimism,	exploration,	fun	

May	you	discover	and	pursue	the	right	aging	blend	for	you	May	the	Life	Force	be	within	you	
Each	day	alive	with	blessings	

 

  

Chaplain	Paul	Swerdlow	
79	Middleville	Road	
Northport,	NY	11768	
631-261-4400	x7204	

 

 

 



	
	

 

 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter #11  

Celebrate 3rd Inaugration with 

Sheriff Errol Toulon 
 

  



	
	

 

 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter #11  

Donation to Long Island State Veterans Home 
For New Garden for Veteran Residents 

 

  



	
	

 

 

 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter #11  

Fall Garden Cleanup 
 

 

 

  



	
	

 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

Chapter #11 

Thanksgiving Turkeys for Veterans 

 

 

 

 

 

  



	
	

 

 

 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

Chapter #11 

July 4th Southampton Parade 
 

 

 



	
	

 

 



	
	

 

  



	
	

 

 



	
	

 

  



	
	

 

 

  

MEMBERSHIP 
All  Are  Welcome 

 
Membership is open to both men and women. 

Friends, supporters, and families. 
We encourage associate membership. 

 
If you served in the U.S. Armed Forces anytime from February 28, 
1961 to May 7, 1975, you are eligible for membership in Vietnam 
Veterans of America. 
 

Dues are $ 20.00 per year. 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

VIETNAM VETERANS 
OF AMERICA 
CHAPTER 11 

SERVICES & PROGRAMS 
 

TIMOTHY DUFFY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Annual scholarship for dependents of Vietnam veterans. 
 

SSGT. ALAN F. SCHAEFER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Annual scholarship for Vietnam era veterans. 

 

POW/MIA REMEMBERANCE SCHOLARSHIP 
Annual scholarship for Vietnam era veterans, their dependents 

and Chapter 11 members. 
 
AGENT ORANGE INFORMATION 
POW/MIA INFORMATION 
SOCIAL & COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
QUARTERLY “Interchange”  NYS PUBLICATION 

MONTHLY “Veteran”  NATIONAL PUBLICATION 

QUARTERLY “Vietnam Veterans Advance”  
NEWSLETTER 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
 

Web Site Addresses 
 
Veterans Employment & Training Services 

www.dol.gov/vets 
Governor’s Program to Hire Disabled Vets 

www.cs.state.ny.us 
N.Y.S. Dept. of Labor Workforce NY 

www.labor.state.ny.us 
Helping Young Vets In Employment   (Senator Craig) 

http://veterans.senate.gov 
Public Law 107-288 – Jobs for Veterans Act 

www.hirevetsfirst.org 
Helmets to Hard Hats 

www.helmetstohardhats.org 
Center for Minority Affairs 

www.va.gov/centerforminorityveterans 
Gravesite Locator 
      http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov 
New York State Council Web Site 
      www.NYVietnamVets.org 
Vietnam Vets Donation Pickup 
      www.WePickUp.com 
 

 
Community Directory 

VA Regional Office  (212) 620-6901 
VA Medical Center-Northport (631) 261-4400 
Suffolk County Dept. of Labor 
 Hauppauge  (631) 853-6775 
 Babylon   (631) 661-8600 
 Riverhead  (631) 284-6100 
NYS Dept. of Labor – OVOPs 
 Hicksville  (516) 934-8516 

Hauppauge  (631) 952-6630 
Patchogue  (631) 758-7712 
Riverhead  (631) 727-4870 

Small Business Administration (631) 454-8080 
Woman’s Coalition – 24 Hrs. (631) 566-8833 
Suffolk Cty. Veterans Service Agency   
 Hauppauge  (631) 853-8387 
 Riverhead  (631) 852-1410 
NYS Dept.of Veteran Services (631) 952-6432 
Northport VA Medical Center (631) 261-4400 
Response ( 24 Hours)  (631) 751-7500 
Alcoholics Anonymous  (631) 654-1124 
Al-Anon / Al-Ateen  (631) 6542827 
Gamblers Anonymous  (631) 586-7171 
Parents Anonymous  (800) 462-6406 
Narcotics Anonymous  (718) 805-9835 
Pot / Pills Anonymous  (631) 422-6245 
Child Abuse   (800) 342-3720 
Domestic Violence  (800) 942-6906 
Newsletter Fax   (631) 395-3319 

(631) 244-7423  
Vietnam Vets Donation Pick Up (631) 582-0242 

V A TOLL FREE NUMBERS  
V A Benefits      1-800-827-1000 
Education ( GI Bill)   1-888-442-4551 
Health Care Benefits  1-877-222-8387 
Income Verification & Means Test 1-800-929-8387 
Life Insurance   1-800-669-8477 
Mammography Helpline  1-888-492-7844 
Special Issues   1-800-749-8387 
Status of Headstones & Markers 1-800-697-6947 
TDD for the Deaf   1-800-829-4833 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

HAVE A FEW ITEMS 
YOU’D LIKE TO DONATE? 

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 
Would greatly appreciate your tax deductible 
donation of used items.  This is our primary source 
of support for helping veterans.  Your support makes 
it possible for us to continue funding V.A. service 
offices, providing services to homeless veterans and 
other necessary programs. 
Kitchenware  Lamps  Toys 
Bric-A-Brac  Jewelry  Furniture 
Dishes   Area Rugs T.V.’s 
Radios   Books  Housewares 
Small Appliances    Other Items 

CLOTHING ESPECIALLY NEEDED 
FREE PICK UP 

(631) 582-0242 
www.WePickUp.org 



	
	

 

  



	
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

VVA Meetings are open to the public: Spouse, friends and supporters of 
Vietnam and Vietnam-Era Veterans.  We urge all to attend. 

 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
 
 
VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 
Chapter # 11 
POST OFFICE BOX 518 
VIETNAM MEMORIAL LANE 
FARMINGVILLE, NY  11738-0518 
 
 
Forwarding and Return 
Postage Guaranteed 
 
 

 

 

 

 

“We Served Our Country when it was Popular To Say No” 
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Meeting Place 
 

Brookhaven Town Parks 
& 

Recreation Bldg. 
 

New Village 
Recreation Center 
20 Wireless Road 
Centereach, NY 

 
Day & Time 

4th Friday of each Month 
8:00 PM 

 

If you were in Vietnam 
or served during the 
Vietnam years, you 
know what it was like.  
You also know what it’s 
been like since you got 
home, right?  The 
problems, the hassles, 
trying to explain to 
people who didn’t 
understand or care.  
We know.  That’s why 
the Vet Center was 
set up. 
116 W. Main Street 
Babylon, NY  11702 
(631) 661-3930 
 

MEETING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The Next General Meeting 

will be held on the 
 
 
 

4th Friday 
 
 
 


